Parent Letter for the PAA Digital Samaritan Course for Grade 7/8
Good (_______), 
The Regina Catholic School Division (RCSD) recognizes the needs of our 21st century learners, and is offering a variety of online resources and digital learning opportunities to students, teachers and parents for the 2017-18 school year. Digital Learning provides students and teachers with a flexible learning environment to support student achievement. Along with traditional face-to-face teaching methods, many of our teachers are now incorporating the use of digital resources into their daily practice. This blended approach (face-to-face teaching which also includes an online learning component), which spans from planning and instruction through to student learning and assessment, provides more accessible and diverse learning opportunities for our students. 
Online Component 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The online classroom environment is provided by the RCSD Learning Online Department through a platform known as Moodle. Moodle is a secure environment that has been approved by the Regina Catholic School Division, and is also the platform of choice for online courses. 
Blended Learning Environment 
Blended Learning is an education program taught online and face-to-face in the classroom.  This teacher-mediated system contains a wide range of collaborative tools such as blogs, discussion boards, quizzes, and other engaging interactive activities. Blended Learning supports regular classroom, setting where students and teachers interact in the same physical space. Since this course will be explored both online and face to face, there are a variety of opportunities to address diverse student needs, which include digital tools and traditional classroom approaches. 
Samaritans on the Digital Road Course Information
The Samaritans on the Digital Road program is a course which explores the digital citizenship continuum from the Saskatchewan Ministry of Education. The key goal of the program is to teach the nine pillars of digital citizenship which include:  etiquette, access, law, communication, literacy, commerce, rights and responsibilities, safety and security, and health and welfare.
 
Modules are designed not only to provide students the knowledge and skills they need in becoming ethical and responsible participants online, but encourage the development of digital literacy.  

If you have any questions regarding the program, please contact me or Jennifer Stewart-Mitchell, Digital Fluency Consultant for RCSD. 

Sincerely, 

__________________ (Classroom teacher name)
